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A8 early as 104G, | ‘ | 25X1
25X1 he expected something Interesting to happen in that part of the world
25X esumably K_orea_]. | | described the military preparations

25X1
25X1
25X12-

25XB-

eking place at thet time in North Xorea, snd the organization and training

of the North Korean Army, especially commending the North Koreans for their
effectiveness with artillery. |

25X1

L 1

| | before

the Korean Wer a great desl of materiel (medicinea and meteriel directly
¢cnnected with war prepsrations) was gent to North Korea snd that he

had personally read some of the documents eoncerning specific items of

supply which had been requested by the North Korean Govermment. This official
statel that he saw these documents in approxigately 1949 - probably a year

10 a year and a half before the outbresk of the Korean War. He stated further
thet 1t was obvious to him at that time that there was a coneentrated build-
up in progress in North Xorea.

all plans Tor the Korean War were worked out by a Bpecial group in the
General Staff of the USSR and that the leadershlp of the forward element ,
of the Soviet General Staff was located in Chinay with liaison officers in '

eivilian elothes agsigned to North Kores. All such sdvisors were required

to operate very carefully to avold unfavorable publiclty and knowledge of
their presence there and their activities for fesr of political repercussions.
Members of the Soviet Alr Force fought in Korea for training purposes in
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anticipation of a possible future war with the US and as a means of providing
assistance to the North Korean Air Force and Chinese Air Force, principally
the latter, since the former 1s comparatively insignificant. They were

under strict orders not to go too far from the Yalu River for fear of capture.

| |before the Chinese volunteers entered the

Korean War there were differences of opinion concerning this matter between '

the USSR and the Chinese Communlst Government. The USSR insisted that the

Chinese had to send troops to North Korea to save the situation because the

North Korean Army was in & helpless condition at that time. Mao Tse-tung was

afraid to do this because of major problems and troubles in his own

country and his inability to supply his own troops. Mao was particularly

concerned about political reactions and remifications, both internally and

especlally externally, should Chinese troops enter the Koreen War. 1In

principle, however, there was an agreement between the two governments to

help to save North Korea, and the Chinese viewpoint was that North Korea

wag very lmportant to China strategically. Negotiations between Mao and

the Soviet Ambassador to Chins were held at this time. [ ] 25X1
q 'I

|I | No results were reached during these negotiations, | | 25X1
I| |1 r( ) 25X1

[ 1] |Stalin insisted that China immediately
send troops to North XKorea to save the situation, and Stalin promised to equip
completely the Chinese Army with ammunition, arms, and other necessary ltems.
Stalin also promised additional economic assistance to China. After these
promised: were received from Stalin personally, Mao sent Chinese troops
to North Korea. This information was clessified as very top secret and
sensitive informetion [ ]

The USSR d1d not expect that the US would enter the Koresn War and thought

thet 1t would be concluded successfully in a few months. The USSR policy

&8 regerds the Koresn War has been brivately criticized by some Soviet

offielals as actually forcing the US to change its policy, to become firm,

end to give more attention to resrmanent. There were quite a number of

bersons who had a grest deal of trouble for heving done poorly and failed in

the Korean Wer. Psk Hon-Yong, Minister .of Foreign Affairs of North Korea until

summer 1953, was put on trial along with other North Korean leaders s but source

does not redall whether or not he was sentenced. | ] 25X1

] Many persons were
bunished ior miscalculations and poor planning in connection with the Korean
War, primerily individuals From the General Staff in Moscow.
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